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Abstract

The study examines the Supreme Judicial Council (SJC), the highest
administrative and oversight authority for the ordinary judiciary in Iraq. The SJC
was established after 2003 to ensure and achieve the independence of the Judiciary
from the other authorities—the legislative and executive—after having been
previously affiliated with the Ministry of Justice. The Council undertakes the
administration of the ordinary judiciary. The Iraqi Constitution of 2005 guaranteed
the articulation of the Council's formation and jurisdiction, delegating to the
legislator the method of its constitution, its competences, and the rules of its
operation. Subsequently, its dedicated law, Law No. (45) of 2017, was issued to
regulate these matters. This law grants the Council the right to oversight and
supervision over the judiciary and the management of its affairs, including
nominating judges for appointment and supervising all administrative matters
related to judges, such as their promotion, transfer, secondment, and extension of
service. Furthermore, the Council's supervisory jurisdiction extends to overseeing
the affairs of the ordinary judiciary, monitoring the work of judges, and
supervising the implementation of judicial agreements and other matters. The
Council is also competent to manage its budget. It is chaired by the President of the
Federal Court of Cassation, and includes the Vice Presidents of the Court of
Cassation, the Head of the Public Prosecution Apparatus, the Head of the Judicial
Oversight Body, the Presidents of the Federal Courts of Appeal, and the Presidents
of the Judicial Councils in the Region, as its members.

Keywords: Supreme Judicial Council (SJC), Formation of the SJC,
Administrative Competences, Judges, Judicial Independence.
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